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NATIONAL CENTER FOR CHOREOGRAPHY-AKRON SHARES
PRACTICES IN THE NAME OF PROGRESS: DANCING THROUGH THE 21ST CENTURY
DIGITAL DANCE GALLERY
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AKRON, Ohio (June 4, 2025)—The National Center for Choreography-Akron (NCCAkron)
has created a digital dance gallery series, a platform designed to build out alternative
publications under the NCCMedia umbrella. The second gallery, Practices in the Name of
Progress: Dancing Through the 21st Century, asks: What does it mean to be a dancemaker
in the 21st century? Featured artists include BRKFST Dance Company (Saint Paul, MN), The
Era Footwork Crew (Chicago, IL), Raja Feather Kelly (Brooklyn, NY), Rosie Herrera (Miami, FL),
Dominic Moore-Dunson (Akron, OH), Christopher K. Morgan (San Diego, CA), Ashwini
Ramaswamy (Minneapolis, MN), Errin Weaver (Cleveland, OH), and Helanius J. Wilkins
(Boulder, CO). The gallery will be available online through June 27, 2025.

The digital gallery includes artist writing, videos, audio recordings, and photos. Users are invited
to interact with this prototype and the material inside it at their own speed, with three possible
paths to explore: Craft, Culture, and Tech.

“For nearly eight years, NCCAkron has explored alternative publishing platforms
—experimenting with new ways to document artistic process, visibilize unseen labor in and out
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of the studio, and amplify the lesser-known, untold stories of our field. As a time- and
body-based artform, dance inherently resists permanence. We embrace that ephemerality while
also sharing meaningful artifacts, curated beyond the limits of a single physical space. Rather
than only defining dance within a known set of genres and techniques, this digital gallery
celebrates dance and dancemakers as a constellation of ideas, influences, and tools,” shares
Christy Bolingbroke, Executive/Artistic Director of NCCAkron.

In the 2019-2020 academic year, NCCAkron collaborated with The University of Akron to initiate
a capsule series of visiting choreographers every spring entitled “21st Century Dance
Practices.” After a six-year run administering this program, this digital dance gallery exhibition
shares NCCAKkron’s research as witness to the thirty-eight 21st Century Dance Practices artists
participating in this program.

NCCAKkron Digital Dance Gallery is made possible in part by an investment of public funds from
the Ohio Arts Council (OAC). The galleries are curated by Christy Bolingbroke and Nakiasha
Moore-Dunson, and designed by Christi Welter.

About NCCMedia

In 2020, the University of Akron Press and NCCAkron established the NCCAkron Series in
Dance. Bolingbroke was named series editor. In 2021, NCCAkron also established NCCMedia,
an artist-centered and artist-driven digital publishing umbrella for telling stories and elevating the
voices of dance artists and genres historically left out of the codified dance canon. Whether
digital media or in print, this new approach to arts journalism and advocating for the artform
exemplifies NCCAkron’s commitment to artist-led storytelling and systems thinking — reflecting
on recorded history, documenting untold stories, and creating a humanities archive for future
dance audiences, students, and scholars. Artists on Creative Administration: A Workbook from
the National Center for Choreography (published September 2024, Tonya Lockyer, editor) is the
second book in the NCCAkron Series in Dance. The first book in the series, Shifting Cultural
Power: Case Studies and Questions in Performance (Hope Mohr), was published in 2021.
NCCMedia podcasting includes short-form interviews Inside the Dancer’s Studio (Seasons 1-6)
and long-form research series How People Move People (Series 1-4).

About NCCAKkron

The National Center for Choreography-Akron supports the research and development of new
work in dance by exploring the full potential of the creative process. In addition to offering studio
and technical residencies to make new work, activities focus on catalyzing dialogue and
experimentation; creating proximity among artists and dance thinkers; and aggregating
resources around dance making. For more information, visit nccakron.org.

A discrete organization of its own, separate from the University, the establishment and general
operation of NCCAkron are made possible by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.
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