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THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR CHOREOGRAPHY-AKRON HOSTS
DOMINIC MOORE-DUNSON BLACK BY NATURE
WORK-IN-PROCESS SHOWING IN THE WILD
— Akron Choreographer Explores Black Identity in Relationship to Nature —

Dominic Moore-Dunson at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival (Becket, MA); photo by Olivia Moon
Photography

AKRON, OH (August 25, 2025) — On October 5, 2025, the National Center for
Choreography-Akron (NCCAkron) will host a work-in-process showing of Akron
choreographer Dominic Moore-Dunson’s latest work, Black by Nature. This free event will take
place at 12:30pm and 3pm at Summit Metro Parks Prather Trail in the Valley View Area of
Cascade Valley Metro Park.

Black By Nature features dance, spoken word, and live acoustic guitar by Akron jazz guitarist
Dan Wilson. This special showing-on-the-go will take place outdoors in Summit Metro Parks,
reflecting Moore-Dunson’s research to date and creating a layered, sensory experience in
nature. Black By Nature explores Black identity in relationship to natural spaces—interrogating
safety, grief, and redemption. It asks what it means to be Black in nature, and how returning to
the land might offer both confrontation and healing.
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Summit Metro Parks Executive Director Lisa King reflects, “Summit Metro Parks is grateful
for the opportunity to host this meaningful program on Prather Trail in partnership with
NCCAkron and Dominic Moore-Dunson. The park district has a longstanding relationship with
culture-based, arts and nature programming for all residents and we encourage visitors to enjoy
this program as a unique way to deepen their connection to nature through artistic
interpretation.”

Moore-Dunson (Akron, OH) is an acclaimed choreographer known for his brand of Urban
Midwest Storytelling; artistic narratives shaped by growing up Black in post-industrial America.
His recent works include inCOPnegro: Aftermath, which explores issues of safety, policing, and
community healing, and The Remember Balloons, an intergenerational performance that has
toured across the U.S. NCCAkron has supported Moore-Dunson’s work in various ways,
through programs including Dancing Labs, 21st Century Dance Practices, creative residency,
and Creative Administration Research.

This Fall, NCCAkron will also begin hosting another months-long creative residency with
Akron-based jazz saxophonist Chris Coles and Wildlife Communications Specialist Monika
Bowman as they develop a new project titled AVIMANCY. They will be transcribing
birdsong—from Akron and beyond—into musical scores. NCCAkron will then connect them with
percussive dance artists from across the U.S. who will be in residence with NCCAkron in the
coming months. NCCAkron will host an event about the creative process and nature including
AVIMANCY and Black by Nature artists in Spring 2026.

Event Details

Black by Nature Work-in-Process Showing

Sunday, October 5, 12:30pm and 3pm

Location: Prather Trail, 1134 Cuyahoga St, Akron, Ohio 44313
FREE, but reservations required.

RSVP: https://www.nccakron.org/event-details/black-by-nature

Note: Space is limited. The audience will be asked to walk or stand for approximately 45
minutes. As such, these showings are geared for ages 13 and up.

NCCAkron Executive/Artistic Director Christy Bolingbroke remarks, “As a national center,
NCCAkron works with 100+ choreographers and dance artists from across the U.S. Maximizing
the great hyperlocal arts and culture thinkers and resources in Northeast Ohio and playing
matchmaker with visiting artists is one of our strategies to strengthen the greater arts ecosystem
in this country.”

This Black by Nature NCCAkron creative residency is supported by an ArtsNow Placemaking
Grant in partnership with the Summit County Land Bank.



Dominic Moore-Dunson, Dance Magazine’s 2023 “25 to Watch,” is an award-winning
choreographer, performer, and storyteller based in Akron, Ohio. His work blends contemporary
dance, physical theater, live music, and spoken word to explore themes of race, identity,
memory, and belonging through what he calls Urban Midwest Storytelling, narratives shaped by
growing up Black in post-industrial America.

Dominic is the creator of inCOPnegro: Aftermath, a dance-theater work exploring the long-term
impact of police violence on Black communities, and The Remember Balloons, an
intergenerational family performance inspired by the children’s book of the same name, helping
audiences navigate conversations around Alzheimer’s and memory loss. His digital essay series
The Block on Substack mixes story, satire, and soul to reflect on the creative hustle, cultural
tension, and everyday truths of life as a Black artist navigating America.

A 2024 Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award recipient, Dominic’s work has been
presented across the U.S. and featured in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and the
Akron Beacon Journal.

He creates immersive, multidisciplinary experiences that connect with audiences across
generations and backgrounds. He believes in the transformative power of storytelling to
challenge, heal, and invite deeper reflection on what it means to be human.

About NCCAkron

The National Center for Choreography-Akron supports the research and development of new
work in dance by exploring the full potential of the creative process. In addition to offering studio
and technical residencies to make new work, activities focus on catalyzing dialogue and
experimentation; creating proximity among artists and dance thinkers; and aggregating
resources around dance making. For more information, visit nccakron.org and follow
@ncccakron on social media.

A discrete organization of its own, separate from The University of Akron but with offices based
there, the establishment and general operation of NCCAkron are made possible by the John S.
and James L. Knight Foundation.

About the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

We are social investors who support a more effective democracy by funding free expression and
journalism, arts and culture in community, research in areas of media and democracy, and in the
success of American cities and towns where the Knight brothers once published newspapers.
Learn more at kf.org and follow @knightfdn on social media.
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