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THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR CHOREOGRAPHY-AKRON 

WELCOMES BONNIE BROOKS AND VIRGINIA JOHNSON TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Virginia Johnson (photo by Francois Rousseau) and Bonnie Brooks 

 
Akron, OH (November 4, 2025) — The National Center for Choreography-Akron (NCCAkron) 
welcomes arts leaders Bonnie Brooks (Falls Church, VA) and Virgina Johnson (New York, 
NY) to its Board of Directors.  
 
Johnson is a renowned and trailblazing former ballerina who has shaped the field through her 
work as a performer, editor, and artistic director. Brooks brings decades of expertise in dance 
advocacy, arts administration, and cultural curation, along with a deep commitment to dance as 
a transformative art form. (Full bios below.) 
 
“NCCAkron continues to build out its Board of Directors in a way that stays true to our origin 
story while intentionally representing the national community we aim to serve,” shares Christy 
Bolingbroke, NCCAkron Executive/Artistic Director and Board Member-at-Large. “We 
value systems thinkers who help us think expansively and continue charting a way forward for 
dance. Virginia and Bonnie are both flexible and visionary leaders with decades of experience in 
the field, and we are honored to welcome them to NCCAkron in this capacity.” 
 
 
 

 

mailto:mariclare.hulbert@gmail.com


 

 
NCCAkron is the only currently operating national center for choreography in the U.S., a 
research and development hub for dance. For nine-plus years, NCCAkron has worked with 
more than 800 dance artists across 100 U.S. cities. NCCAkron has become an intellectual 
matchmaker between national choreographers and the robust cultural ecology in and around 
Akron, OH, as well as operating as a hyperagent for dance across the national landscape.  
 
NCCAkron Board of Directors 
Board Chair | Eduardo Vilaro (New York, NY), Artistic Director & CEO of Ballet Hispanico 
Chair-Elect | Dacquiri Baptiste (Memphis, TN), Vice President and Chief Operations Officer for ​
​ the Orpheum Theatre Group  
Treasurer | John E. Jenkins (Cuyahoga Falls, OH), Partner at Bober Markey Fedorovich (BMF) 
Secretary | DeMarcus Akeem Suggs (Memphis, TN), Director of Creative & Cultural Economy, ​
​ City of Memphis 
At-Large Members | 

Christy Bolingbroke (Akron, OH), Executive/Artistic Director of NCCAkron 
Meg Booth (Houston, TX), President and CEO of Performing Arts Houston 
Bonnie Brooks (Falls Church, VA), writer and cultural worker  
Virginia Johnson (New York, NY), performer, editor, artistic director 
Mark Williams (Solon, OH), Managing Director of Manchester Partners 

 
Bonnie Brooks is a writer and cultural worker based in Northern Virginia. She is Associate 
Professor of Dance, Emerita at Columbia College Chicago. She chaired Columbia's Dance 
Department from Fall, 1999 to Spring, 2011. In addition to her faculty appointment, she was 
director and lead curator of the College’s Dance Presenting Series 2015-2017. As Legacy 
Fellow of the Merce Cunningham Dance Company, Brooks traveled with the company and 
documented their final world tour 2010-11. Her essay “Dance Presenting and Dramaturgy” was 
published in Dance and Dramaturgy: Modes of Agency, Awareness and Engagement by 
Palgrave Macmillan in August, 2015. Brooks was a visiting assistant professor in the World Arts 
& Cultures Department at UCLA (1996-99). She began her career in arts administration at the 
National Endowment for the Arts and held numerous administrative posts in the dance field 
including Managing Director of David Gordon/Pick Up Co., Executive Director of Minnesota 
Dance Alliance, and Executive Director of Dance/USA. She holds a B.A. in Literature from 
Wheaton College (IL) and a M.A. in English from George Mason University.  
 
Virginia Johnson is a renowned and trailblazing former ballerina who has shaped her field 
through work as a performer, editor and artistic director. She was a Dance Theatre of Harlem 
founding member under the direction of co-founder Arthur Mitchell. Johnson was an integral part 
of the organization for nearly 30 years. Johnson then helped create Pointe magazine, where 
she spent nine years as editor-in-chief before rejoining DTH as artistic director on Arthur 
Mitchell’s invitation. In this role, she restored Dance Theatre of Harlem's professional touring 
company after an eight-year hiatus, balancing the rich history of DTH with building a new and 
vibrant future for the company and art form of ballet. In July 2023, she passed artistic leadership 
of DTH to former Principal Dancer and Resident Choreographer Robert Garland. She is 

 



 

currently a Dance Discipline panelist for YoungArts and a Visiting Scholar at NYU’sCenter for 
Ballet and the Arts, where she is writing a book about the 21st century evolution of ballet in this 
country. She serves on the Advisory Board of Dance NYC, on the Board of Works & Process 
and is an Honorary Member of The Society, Inc.  
 
About NCCAkron 
The National Center for Choreography-Akron supports the research and development of new 
work in dance by exploring the full potential of the creative process. In addition to offering studio 
and technical residencies to make new work, activities focus on catalyzing dialogue and 
experimentation; creating proximity among artists and dance thinkers; and aggregating 
resources around dance making. For more information, visit nccakron.org.  

A discrete nonprofit organization, separate from The University of Akron but with offices based 
there, the establishment and general operation of NCCAkron are made possible by Knight 
Foundation. 
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